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Achilles of Pythia, leader of the Myrmidons
So, since arriving on the coast of Ilium (hence Homer’s title, The Iliad) to conquer Troy, what has Achilles been up to these last nine long years?
· He has sacked and plundered the sacred Trojan Temple of Apollo.
· After destroying the Temple of Apollo, he raped the priests and priestesses.

· After raping and then butchering the priests and priestesses, he keeps one fourteen year old priestess named Briseis.  Briseis is Hector’s cousin.  Briseis is raped and beaten daily.
· When he is not raping and beating Briseis, he is having sex with his cousin Patroclus, “the most beautiful man in Greece that was not a woman.”

· After Agamemnon steals Briseis away, he throws himself to the ground and eats dirt and stones.
· Because of Agamemnon’s theft, he refuses to fight in the war and he also forbids his Myrmidons (his black-clad élite bodyguard of warriors) to fight also.
· He sits in his tent and sulks, drinking bowls of wine, raping girls and boys.  Then he beats them to death
· He eats shells he’s so angry at Agamemnon.

· He rubs his naked body over jagged rocks until he bleeds he’s so angry at Agamemnon.

· He rips off the tentacles of octopi, and then pokes out their eyes.

· He wades into the sea and screams for his mother to help him get Briseis back.

· After sitting in his tent pouting and throwing tantrums for nine years, he decides to take the Myrmidons and sail back home to Greece.
· He rescues Briseis from being gang-raped by Agamemnon’s men
· He tries to strangle his best friend Eudorus after he is told of the death of Patroclus

· He tries to strangle Briseis after he hears of the death of Patroclus

· He sits in his tent eating dog shit and wailing for his mother, holding the decomposing body of Patroclus.  Patroclus was killed accidently in a case of mistaken identity by Hector.
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He then kills Hector, avenging the death Patroclus.  He gouges out Hector’s eyes, rips out his tongue, then drags him still breathing around the walls of Troy eleven times in full view of King Priam and his horrified family.
· He drags the torn and savaged body of Hector home and keeps the body in his tent for eleven days.  He drags the rotting body around the funeral pyre of Patroclus eleven times a day.
· Finally Achilles agrees to give the putrid body of Hector back to his grief-torn father, Priam King of Troy.

Achilles’ Myrmidons 
Listen to the words of Achilles:
· “I hate Agamemnon!  I want to poke out his eyes and eat his tongue and screw his skull.”

· “I don’t want to fight any more.  I won’t let my Myrmidons fight any more either.  If I don’t fight my Myrmidons don’t fight”

· “Agamemnon is not my King.  I don’t want my Myrmidons fighting for the ‘king of sex with pigs!”
· “I want Briseis back.  Why did Agamemnon steal my Briseis?  He can’t have my Myrmidons and he can’t have my Briseis!  I would not piss on Agamemnon even if he were on fire!”

· “Mother, make my wish come true!  Help me, save me, give me back my Briseis!”

King Agamemnon of Mycenae
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What about Agamemnon?  What has Agamemnon been up to the last nine years?
· He stole Briseis from Achilles because Paris stole Helen.  Helen is his brother’s wife but Helen has always been Agamemnon’s favorite mistress.
· He then tires of Briseis and turns her over to his men to be gang-raped.

· He rages at his brother Menelaus because he let Paris steal away Helen.
· He makes his brother Menelaus walk one pace behind him he is so mad at him.
· He watches his Greeks die by the thousands, year after year, unable to take Troy.

· He shakes his fists and shouts curses at Achilles for refusing to fight.
Now listen to the words of the mighty Agamemnon:
· “Of all the warlords of Greece I hate Achilles the most.”

· “You must fight for me!  You must obey me!  I am the King of Kings, the mighty Agamemnon!”

· “You must give me back my Helen!  You must give back my brother’s wife.”

· “You should fight harder.  You should capture the walls of Troy!”

· “You will do what I say, Achilles, you son of a sow pig-bitch.  You should hold your tongue and you must and will give me your Myrmidons!”

· “You must obey me, I am your King!  You should do as I say”

 Odysseus of Ithaca
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What of Odysseus?  How has Odysseus dealt with nine long years of war?

· He has heard that Helen loves sex with Paris much more than the unsatisfying sex with her husband, Menelaus.  His spies tell him that “Paris has a mighty spear, while Menelaus had a tiny twig.”  He figures out a way to use the hatred between Menelaus and Paris.

· He decides to trick the Trojans.  With Achilles pouting in his tent refusing to fight he leaks word back into Troy:  “Achilles will sit this one out.  Achilles refuses to let the Myrmidons fight.  The Greeks are weak.”

· He orders the Greeks to build a wall around their ships for the first time in nine long years.  This will trick the Trojans into thinking the Greeks are weak and afraid.
· By building a wall around their ships and by appearing weak and afraid, he knows he can lure the Trojans into a morning attack on the Greek ships.  He knows a Trojan dawn attack will force Achilles and his Myrmidons to get back into the fight.

· With the butchering of Patroclus by Hector, he knows he can figure out a way to get Achilles back into the fight:  Achilles will fight for pride to avenge the death of his lover and cousin, Patroclus.
· He figures out a way to trick the Trojans a second time:  convince Agamemnon to send the Greek ships to hide behind an island; it will look like the Greeks have given up and gone home; leave behind a peace offering for the Trojans.
· He designs the Trojan horse and fills it with 120 of the best warriors of Greece.
What is Odysseus telling us?

· “We can use our minds to win.  We can outthink the Trojans.”

· “I can manipulate the pride of Agamemnon and Paris and Menelaus and especially Achilles.

· “The Trojans have numbers, but we have Greek tricks.”

· “We will figure out a way to make Greek enemies tremble.  The world will tremble before us forever: ‘Beware of Greeks bearing gifts.’”
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