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The Eye of Horus
Of all the symbols of Ancient Egypt, none was more holy or was held more sacred than the Eye of Horus.  Horus was the son of Isis and Osiris.  The right eye of Horus was associated with the sun god Ra, while the left eye of Horus represented the god of the moon, Thoth.  Thoth’s sister/wife was the goddess of the stars and the goddess of harmony, Ma’at.  The Eye of Horus resembled the markings around the eye of a falcon, especially the teardrop marking found below the eye.  According to Egyptian belief, every Pharaoh ruled on earth as the god Horus.  When Pharaoh died he became Osiris and then ruled the underworld.  Pharaoh’s eldest son, the new Pharaoh, took up the rule on earth as Horus.

Ibis-headed god of the moon, Thoth
According to legend, after Osiris’ death and the birth of Horus, Seth attacked Horus to capture the throne.  Seth was the donkey-headed god of the desert associated with desert winds, endless expanses of sand, loud obnoxious burps and loud, roaring farts.  Seth murdered Horus’ father, Osiris, and Seth wanted to murder Horus too.  As Seth and Horus fought for the throne of Osiris, Seth gouged out Horus’ left eye with his thumbs, plopped the eyeball into his mouth, and then spit out the chewed up contents to the desert winds.  Horus’ mother, Isis, then summoned the moon god Thoth to locate Horus’ left eye.  For six days, Thoth traveled across the night sky of Ma’at and then found the six pieces of what used to be Horus’ left eye.  It took Thoth another six days to repair the eye with strips of linen and to piece the eye back together again. Once Thoth stitched Horus’ left eye back together and put it back in the eye socket, Horus defeated Seth and banished him to the desert.

The Eye of Horus was the holiest of Egypt’s holy symbols.  The eye symbolized wholeness, good health and protection.  To this day this day, the Eye of Horus is still with us as a symbol for pharmacies: ℞. The Ancient Egyptians from all walks of life, regardless of age, gender or social class, all wore heavy eye makeup.  Each morning they would outline their eyes using an oily black pigment to create an almond shape around each socket.  This was done for two reasons.  First, the black makeup helped to reduce the glare of the desert sun and thus had a practical purpose.  More importantly the Egyptians were painting the Eye of Horus around both eyes.  By creating the Eye of Horus the Egyptian believed they were protecting themselves from bad luck and from evil.  Only the Eye of Horus could ward off the Evil Eye.  The Egyptians were known for paying a lot of attention to their physical appearance.  Cosmetics were widely used in Egyptian society.  The Egyptians made use of a wide variety of cosmetics for this purpose including nail polish, lip gloss, scrubs, moisturizing lotions as well as different colors of eye makeup.
The Eye of Horus also was a mathematical symbol for the Ancient Egyptians. The Egyptians were the greatest mathematicians of the ancient world.   Today there is compelling evidence that the Egyptians discovered pi (π) 1500 years before the Greeks.  The entire Eye of Horus drawn as a hieroglyph represented the number “1.”  Each part of the eye drawn as a separate glyph then held a different fraction value: 
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